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Celtics relegated to 3rd plg
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City now expecting little relief from stimu
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When Governor John Lynch presented

t last month he recommended sus-
tribution of proceeds from the
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LACONIA — City Manager Eileen Caba-
nel said yesterday that the prospects of
municipalities offsetting a shortfall in rev-
enue from the state with funds from the
federal stimulus package have dimmed.

nium. He also proposed reducing the state’s

share of contributions to the New Hampsh]re
System for i p

from 35-percent to 30-percent.

The measures, Lynch said, were neces-
sary in order for the state to balance its
budget while fulfill its obligation to fund
an adequate education, which will rise by

$123-million in the coming biennium. He
explained that the funds would return to
communities in the form of increased aid
to school districts and assured cities and
towns that they would receive funds from
the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA) matching or exceeding what
the state would withhold..

Taken together, the measures amounted
to $1.4-million — $766,528 in rooms and
meals tax, $646,946 in revenue sharing and
$49,161 in retirement contributions —
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drome (CdLS) is not like others his age.

Named for the Dutch pediatrician who in 1933

. =
Gilford resident Ben Fisher with Jane Flanders, the woman who shares her life with him every weekday. (Michael Kitch photo)
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GILFORD — Day in, day out, Ben Fisher pursues
a regimen that would exhaust many other 20 year

olds. But, Ben, one of 22 people in New Hampshire
— and two in Gilford — with Cornelia deLange Syn-

described the signs and symptoms, CdLS is a con-

genital syndrome caused by the mutation of three

genes. Children born with CdLS have a low birth-

weight and grow slowly to a small stature. Facial

features typically include thin eyebrows, long eye-
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By KINNEY O’ROURKE
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MEREDITH — Noting
that foreclosures in New
Hampshire appear  to
have peaked and the fact
that the cost of energy in
the northeast has sharply
declined since last sum-
mer’s highs, Dennis Delay,
deputy director of the N.H.
Center for Public Policy
Studies strongly suggested
last night that there is
hope for economic recovery
in the Granite State late in
this calendar year. In fact,
Delay commented that
N.H. should emerge from
this economic crisis stron-
ger than the neighboring
states, partly because it
was stronger when the
downturn started.

Delay made his predic-
tions as part of his “Eco-
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lashes, a short, upturned nose and
thin, downturned lips. They may miss
limbs. Their hands and feet may be
small and toes and fingers fused. They
may have diminished sight and hear-
ing. And their development is delayed.

Although Ben shares all these
characteristics, Jane Flanders who
cares for him during the day, Monday
through Friday, said, “he works dili-
gently each day to attain goals that
some felt were impossible.”

Unable to speak and legally blind,
Ben communicates through pictures
and objects, touching those that corre-
spond to his wants. “He makes choices
and decisions for himself,” Flanders
said, “and he is very decisive.”

Ben’s day begins with breakfast.
“He selects from three choices and
we make breakfast together,” Flan-
ders explained. “He feeds himself and
when he’s done we wash the dishes.”
After brushing his teeth and choosing
what to wear, Ben plans his day.
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On Mondays, after a workout at Gil-
ford High School, Ben visits the Senior
Center in Laconia, where he waters
the plants and mixes with friends,
including Dave Jenne, a guitarist and
singer with whom Ben likes to dance.
After lunch Ben and Jane may help
elderly couples with their grocery
shopping at Shaw’s. “Everybody at
Shaw’s knows Ben,” Flanders said.

Ben joins the walking club at the
Belknap Mall on Tuesday mornings.
“We do six laps,” Flanders, adding
that if something catches Ben’s eye
they may fall off the pace. Lunch at
the Laconia Congregational Church,
where Ben renews other friendships,
may be followed by a turn at Jazzer-
cise at the Community Center.

Swimming at the Gunstock Inn fills
Wednesday afternoons and Thurs-
days Ben spends at Wal-Mart Plaza.
“It’s his day,” Flanders said. “He goes
wherever he wants and he’s got a
friend in every store.” The highlight of
the day is lunch at Wendy’s.

Friday’s begin with music therapy
at the Music Clinic in Belmont fol-
lowed another swim at the Gunstock
Inn and an afternoon at the Gilford
Library turning the pages of books.
“He’s a busy guy,” Flanders said.

Apart from his daily routines, Ben
has also found time and energy for
horseback riding, bowling at Funspot,
bike riding and skiing at Gunstock.
“He’s been in the adaptive ski program
for two years,” Flanders said. “Every
time he comes down that mountain —
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the smile, the glow — he’s so happy.”
Ben goes to day camp every summer.
And competing in the Special Olym-
pics for the past three years, he has
collected one bronze medal and a pair
of silvers.

Flanders first met Ben seven years
ago, when he was a pupil at Memorial
Middle School where she was a para-
educator. “I felt drawn to him,” she
said, explaining that they lost touch
when his family moved to Gilford.
Two years later someone told her of
“a special little guy called Ben at Gil-
ford High School” whose parents were
looking for a caregiver. “It was Ben
and I got the job,” Flanders said. “It
was just meant to be.”

Then Ben was in a wheelchair. “They
said he would never walk,” Flanders
said. “He didn’t have a zeal for life. He
couldn’t make decisions for himself.
He didn’t try to speak.”

Ben has now been off a wheelchair
for three years. “He’s become a totally
different Ben,” Flanders said. “It’s the
walking. He communicates. He makes
decisions. He knows exactly what’s
happening every day. He can learn.
He is an awesome little guy.”

Just as Flanders has enriched Ben’s
life, he has returned the favor. “I'm
so blessed to have the opportunity
to know him,” she said. “I was in the
right place at the right time. He’s
made a difference to my life. I would
love to know what is going through
his mind, to see the world as he sees
it. I just try to give him the best qual-
ity of life that I possibly can.”

Ben will turn 21 on April 6 and on
May 9 the nation will mark the 20th
annual Cornelia deLange Syndrome
Awareness Day.
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